An 18-year-old woman presented to her local Emergency department three weeks after a road accident. As an unrestrained backseat passenger she had been ejected from a car rolling over at 60 mph. Initially she was well and she was discharged from the local hospital after a period of observation. During the following weeks she had developed abdominal and back pain associated with anorexia. On examination she was found to have a tachycardia (108 beats/min) and a tender mass in the epigastrium. Following blood tests showing hyperamylasaemia (1271 IU/ml), and anaemia (9.8 g/dl), she had an abdominal computed tomography (CT) scan (figure). The pseudocyst has arisen following damage to the pancreatic ductal system. Transection of the distal main duct was found at laparotomy. The pancreas is fixed in the retroperitoneum and during an accident it may become compressed onto the vertebral column before shearing forces damage its architecture. 
